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The Absolute Domain of God over Man’s Wisdom
Introduction:
 The theme of this chapter is verse 9, “man’s heart deviseth his way, but the Lord directs his steps.” 
 Have we not all seen the Lord intervene and change the directions of our lives?

 I. The Domain of God over Everything
  A. Absolute Authority of God (vs.1-9)
   i. He is over our thoughts (just imagine it-study it) (v.1)
   ii. He is over our motives. (v.2)
   iii. He is over our decisions. (v.3), “Commit to the Lord whatever you do and your   
       palns will succeed.”  Wow.
   iv. He is over the wicked. (v.4), “...made all things...even the wicked.”
   v. He is over all justice. (vs.5-6)
   vi. He is over our enemies. (v.7)
   vii. He is over our every step. (v.9, “...He directs our steps.”
  B. Allegorical of God and a King (vs.10-15)
   i. Kings administer justice; as does God. (v.10)
   ii. Kings detest unrighteousness; as does God. (v.12)
   iii. Kings perceive honesty; as does God. (v.13)
   iv. Kings administer death; as does God. (v.14)
   v. Kings reward honesty and truth; as does God (v.15)
 II. Determinism of God (and our free will) (vs.16-24)  I have said that I can put the two theological  
     systems (Calvinism and Armenism) together in one sentance.  “A soverign God utilizes our free  
     will to manifest his soverign plan.”  This is true in this passage.
  A. Some choose wisdom.  They have wisdom, understanding, righteousness (vs. 16-17),  
      humility (v.19) and discernment (v.23).
  B. Some choose foolishness.  They can be prideful, haughty (v.18) and foolish (v.23).  And  
      God knows what we are going to choose.
 III. The differences in men (and women) are known by God (vs.23-32)  Note that verse 25 relates  
      that we all “think we are right...”  Is that not true?  Here are the different ypes of men.
  A. The wise man (v.23) - he is teachable and he learns.
  B. The laboring man (v.26) - He is motivated
  C. The ungodly man (v.27) - He plots evil
  D. The perverse man (v.28) - He stirs up dissention
  E. The violent man (v.29) - He entices others
  F. The patient man (v.32) - He controls his temper

Conclusion
The chapter closes by reminding us that “every desicion is of the Lord” (v.33).  Folks, do you have any 
doubt who is in control?  We serve an awesome God who sees “the sparrow fall” and “knows how many 
hairs are on your head”. (Matt. 10:29-30)

  


